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RESPONSE TO INTERVIEW SUMMARY RECORD 




Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

Applicant's representative Walt Norfleet appreciates the courtesies extended by 
Examiner Diane Yabut during a telephone interview on March 23, 2007. As noted in the Interview 
Summary record mailed on March 29, 2007, amendments that relate to a cutter being moveable in 
the instrument and freeing a suture wire loop from a distal end of a suturing instrument were 
discussed. Applicant does, however, wish to clarify that in no way does the Applicant concede that 
the Atala reference has a passageway that is capable of bending suture wire and/or deforming suture 
wire as long as the suture wire material is deformable, as well as cutting the suture wire with an 
interior cutting edge. Neither does the Applicant concede that Atala may be modified by using the 
axially movable cutting bar of Mericle, integrated in the shaft of the needle in Atala. Accordingly, 
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the comments in the Interview Summary, as phrased by the Examiner, should not be construed as 
concessions made by the Applicant during the interview or at any other time. 

Dated: April 20, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 
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